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C'est un tel classique qu'on atoujours l'impression de I'avoir déjalu... ou vu : avec Michel Bouquet dansle
réle de Javert, ou bien Depardieu. Relire donc Les Misérables, publié par Victor Hugo en 1862, offrele
plaisir de lareconnaissance et du recommencement. Toujours on sera emporté par la tension romanesgue du
livre, sesfiguresinoubliables, seslangues multiples - n‘oublions pas que Hugo est le premier aintroduire
I'argot et lalangue populaire dans le francais écrit -, ses histoires et son temps. De larécidive malheureuse de
Jean Valjean, fraislibéré du bagne, a sa progressive rédemption, de I'enfance désastreuse de Cosette a son
idylle avec Marius, de lafigure sacrificielle de Fantine aux personnages sinistres de Thénardier et de Javert,
le roman propose une belle legcon d'humanité vivante. " Je viens détruire lafatalité humaine, écrit Hugo, je
condamne I'esclavage, je chasse lamisére, j'enseigne l'ignorance, je traite lamaladie, j'éclaire lanuit, je hais
lahaine. Voilace que je suis et voila pourquoi j'a fait Les Misérables." Un plaisir de lecture qui se poursuit
par le volume 2. --Céline Darner Présentation de |'éditeur

Welook in vain in Les Miserdbles for the blemishes appearing in Ninety Three. Here, on the other hand,
there is perhaps the nearest approach to literary restraint that Hugo has ever made: there is here certainly the
ripest and most easy development of his powers. It isthe moral intention of this great novel to awaken us a
little, if it may be for such awakenings are unpleasant to the great cost of this society that we enjoy and profit
by, to the labor and sweat of those who support the litter, civilization, in which we ourselves are so smoothly
carried forward. People are all glad to shut their eyes; and it gives them avery simple pleasure when they can
forget that our laws commit amillion individual injustices, to be once roughly just in the general; that the
bread that we eat, and the quiet of the family, and all that embellishes life and makes it worth having, have to
be purchased by death by the deaths of animals, and the deaths of men wearied out with labor, and the deaths
of those criminals called tyrants and revolutionaries, and the deaths of those revolutionaries called criminals.
It isto something of all thisthat Victor Hugo wishes to open mens eyes in Les Miserdbles; and this moral
lesson isworked out in masterly coincidence with the artistic effect. The deadly weight of civilization to
those who are below presses sensibly on our shoulders as we read.

(Typographical errors above are due to OCR software and don't occur in the book.)
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Forgotten Booksis a publisher of historical writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics, Science, Religion,
History, Folklore and Mythology.

Forgotten Books Classic Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology to regenerate facsimiles of historically
important writings. Careful attention has been made to accurately preserve the original format of each page
whilst digitally enhancing the aged text. Biographie de 'auteur

Né a Besancon en 1802, Victor Hugo est trés vite apparu comme le chef de |'école romantique. Elu &
I'Académie francaise en 1841, il est membre de I'Assemblée |égislative en 1849 et député de Paris en 1871.
Quand Victor Hugo meurt, 283 ans, il adroit a des funérailles nationales et une immense foule
['accompagne. |1 laisse une cauvre inégal ée.
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